Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



■ i!'-t. t-^i- ^^^.. ' ^' 



1M^ 












f 



(5* ^ 



h. 



-==(^^ S E C R E Tfi^®5>=- 
CORRESPONDINCt VOCABULARY; 

ADAPTED FOR USE TO 

MOUSE'S ELECTKO-MAONETIC TELEGRAPH: 

AND \I,SO 

IN CONDUCTING WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE, 
TBASSHmED BY THE HAILS. OB OIllEKWISE. 



BV FRANCIS O. J. J^MITH, ESQ. 



Al 



\ PORT I. A N 11: 
TIIURSTO.N. ILSLr.V A CO.. PRINTERS. 
lB-t3. 



ilE 







% 






Mu Mtn. Alt ft, c^.. 



If® 1 



^i 



Entered accordio^ to Act of Co 
the year 1844, by 



mm:. 



FRANCIS O. J. SMITH. (, ^-^ 

In the Clerk'a Office of the Dialrict ,^@i| 
Cuurl of the Diglricl of Maine. y-y @ /- 




'^1 




-K441^^^' 



TO rROFESj:ori SAMUEL K B. MORST:, 

IMVRNTOR Of THE AMERICAN ELECTBO-MAgNETIC TELECHATM. 




Sir: — The homage of the world, during the last half century, has been ' , 
^ and will ever continue to be, accorded to the name and genius of the lU J 

* lustriou-' American Philosopher, IJknjamin FiiankliXj for having first (aught ■( 
' mankind, that the wild and terrific ways and forces of tho electric Huid, as ^ 

* it flics and flashes through the rented atmosphere, or descends to the surface ^ 

> of the earth, are guided by positive and fixed laws, as much as the move- < 

* mcnls of more sluggish matter in the physical creation: and that its terrible ^ 
^ death-strokes may be rendered harmless, by proper scientific precautions. < 

* To another name, of another generation, yet of the same proud national \j 
^ nativity, the glory has been reserved of liaving first taught mankind to reach / 

> even beyond the results of Franklin, and to subdue in a modified state, into ^ 
^ the familiar and practical uses of a household servant) who runs at his mas- 

L tcr's bidding, this same once frightful and tremendous element. 

Indeed, the great work of science which Franklin commenced for the pro- 
, tection of man, you have most triumphantly subdued to his convenience. 

■ And it needs not the gift of prophecy to foresee, nor the spirit of perso- 

' nal llattery to declare, that the names of FiiANUt.ix and M^msE arc destined ^ 
, to glide down the declivity of time logether — the equals in the renown of), 

> inventive achievements, unlil the hand of history shall become palsied, and < 
' whatever pertains to humanity shall be lost in the general dissolution of ^' 
I matter. 

Of one thus rich in the present applause of his countrymen, and in (he < 

■ prospect of their future gratitude, it affords the author of the following * 
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■ compilation, which is designed to contribute in a degree to the practical 

■ usefulness of your great invention, a high gratification to spealt in the 
. presence of an enlightened public feeling. 

That you may live to witness the full consummation of the vast revolu- 
[ tion in the social and business relations of your countrymen, which your 

■ genius has proved to be feasible under the liberal encouragment of our na- 
' tional councils, and that you may wilh this great gratification, also realize 
' from it the substantial reward which inventive merit too seldom acquires 

■ in the shape of pecuniary independance, is the sincere wish of, 
\ Your most respectful and ob't. servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 
\ Forest Home, 

' Westbrook, Me., 

■ November 23, 1844. 
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TO THE READER. 

This compilation is primarily designed to facilitate correspondence through 
the medium of Morse's Electro-Magnetic Telegraph, both m respect to 
quantity and secrecy. 

It is, however, no less adapted to facilitate secret correspondence when 
written for conveyance by the mails, or otherwise. 

As the tariff of expense chargeable to correspondents, who shall have 
recourse to the Telegraph, in order to be equal, can only be based upon 
the quantity of matter communicated, and as that can only be measured by 
the number of words transmitted, it is obvious that, in a system where signs 
are employed to represent the letters which form words, whatever will tend 
to lessen the requisite number of those signs to communicate any given 
number of words, will add to the despatch of the correspondence, and in- 
directly, at least, cheapen its transmissioo. 

But, SEcnEcv in correspondence, is far the most important consideration 
to be secured. And the crowning desideratum, iu the use of the Telegraph, 
consi^its in its adaptation to this end, by means of the compilation now pre- 
sented. 

The following rules will put the reader in possession of the whole opera- 
tion, whereby neither the attendants of the Telegraph, nor any other per- 
son, except the parties who are in concert, will be able to read, or deci- 
pher, the communications that are transmitted. 

We will suppose the person writing, and the person written to, are each 
in possession of a copy of this work. They desire to carry on a secret 
correspondence by the Telegraph. They agree previously, that in all their 
communications from the former to the latter, the number 9 (nine) shall be 
deducted ; and in all from the latter to the former, the number 15 {fifteen) 
shall be added. 

Instead of sending their communications in words, iliey send numbers 
only, or partly in numbers, and partly in words. 
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One of the parties, on receiving a communication, turns to the vocabulary 
humbcrs which it contains, and deducts 9 from each number, to find the 
words designed by his cofiespondetit. 

The other party, on receiving a communication, turns to the vocabulary 
numbers which it containa, and adds 15 to euch. 

All other persons^ being ignorant of the numbers thus agreed on for keys 
to this oorrespondencCi will be wholly unable to read it. 

To designate to which alphabelical neries of numbers in the voCabulaiy, 
the niinr^er transmilled belongs, the party writing, must prefix to the num- 
ber, the first letter of the word, thus, m. 500 — q. 40 — mean the words 500 
bcginiHHg with m, or marlptt—anii 40 beginning with q, or quadrissijUabh. 

In illustration, the first party above described, wishes to write to the other, 
the information following, and does it partly in words, and partly in figures 
from the vocabulary, thus : 

The b. 190. i. 941, Utopia, f. 85, this day, and will n. 340, r. 2121, p. 
667. 

Now suppose one, who is ignorant of the number agreed on for deduction 
or addition, in this case, were to attempt to decipher the communication 
thus written, and turning to the vocabulary, he finds b. 190, furnishes the 
word bankriiptaj \ i. 941, furnishes the word inaccurale ; f 85, furnishes the 
word fainlhcarkdmtss ; n. 340, furnishes the word newfabricated ; r. 2121, 
furnishes the word rMwrection ; p. 657, furiiishes the vrord pcacefulness. He 
has only this unmeaning result, in connexion with the written words of the 
communication : 

The bankruj'tcy inaccurale UiOpia/ainf hear tedness this day and will nm-fah- 
ricated resurrection pcacefvlness. 

The correspondent receiving the communication, by turning to the vo- 
cabulary, and deducting the number 9, as agreed on, from each number re- 
ceived, has, on the other hand, this sensible communication : 

The bank in Utopia failed this day, and will never resume payment. 

The complexity of tliis mode of writing, may he very much increased, so 
as to render all experiments to decypher communications, utterly hopeless, 



in various ways. For instance, instead of confining the pre-agreements of 
the parties, to the deduction or addition of one number only, let one num- 
ber be agreed on, for every alternate word sent in figures, and another 
number for every other word ; or, by the same rule, let §ever«l nurabera 
be used for addition or deduction, in any order that may be agreed on. 

So another mode of adding to the intricacy of this mode of writing, that 
will suggest itself, is, for parties to agree on prefixing to the numbers sent, 
certain substituted letters for the ones designed — as prefixing (^, where a Is 
to be understood, t where o is to be understood, and so on. In such case, 
the party receiving e 440, would understand that a 440 was intended' — and 
receiving i 1390, he would know o 1390 wai intended. A few such con- 
ventional substitutes will render tfao^hole langu^e a perfectly dc^d letter 
to all persons not conusant to the concerted arrangement. 

Care should be taken to have it understood between the parties, that 
when ihc conventional numbers to be added or subtracted, is so high or so 
low, as not to admit of the operation, the rule is to be reversed, that is, 
addition in such case is to take the place of subtraction, and vice versa. Thus, 
if the conventional number be 15 to be added, and my correspondent sends 
me, among other figures, e 2768, and, on turning to the vocabulary, I find 
the aggregate number of the alphabetical series of words beginning with c, 
is only 2771, and so does not admit of an addition of 15 to 2708, 1 know at 
once that deduction there takes the place of addititm, and deducting 15, 1 
am furnished with the word eyeoffmding, (number 2763.) It will be obvious, 
that in all these cases, this compilation is equally applicable. 

In all cases where the plural of a word is used, let the letter e, or any 
other which the parties in concert may agree upon, be added in the manu- 
script, to the number so used — thus, w. 51 e. 

The phrases, at the end of the volume, will always be distinguishable, 
when used, by having no letter of the alphabet prefixed to their numbers. 
Thus, when a naked number only, is sent, it will be known to indicate a 
phrase. And the same disguise or secrecy in their tise, may be accom- 
plished, by preconcert, as in respect to words. 



There will be found about 56,000 words in this compilation, and many 
that are not in general use, and which may never be needed for use. But 
they are essential as references to disguise and render unmeaning the cor- 
respondence that is designed to be secret, to all persons but the parties 
interested, and for this end they have been retained. 

Doubtless experience will suggest improvements in this compilation. The 
whole Telegraphic enterprise is in its infancv. And all need be said, is, 
when a better device than this shall be furnished, this one may be aban- 
doned. It is not, however, in connexion with the Telegraph only, that it 
will be found useful. For correspondence through the mails, it will be far 
safer, where privacy is desired, than any other device. And all the rules 
above given, will be equally observed in the written correspondence by 
mail, as in communications by the Telegraph. 

MOESE'S TELEGEAPHIC ALPHAEET. 

Tho Telegrapli;!! Alphabet reprps. 
, niiy amount of writing or corrospor 
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NoTi.— Tile Telagr.plt RcgiBtGr, 
■1 now u.eil, Btrilio. three copie. of 
each cheiocter, (at per example,} 
by means of three point., bj which 
the pouibilit; of . fulnre, in any of 
the chiracterg, i. avoided, which 
might occur if a .ingle point only 
wninacd. When more copie. are 
desired .imoltaneoOBly a lever pen 
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(; Younker 
7 Youth 
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Zaccho 
Zaffer 
Zany 
Zaphara 
Zeal 
less 

ut 

otical 
oils 
on sly 
ousness 

Zebra 

Zebu 

Zein 

Zenith 

Zeolitie 
i(*. 
it'orm 

Zephyr 

Zero 

Ze.^t 

Zeta 

Zetetic 

Zeticula 

Zigzag 

^'ed 

Zink 
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ky 

Z(M'4I lo 
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al 
Zollr 

ed 

Zonnar 

Z(H»^rapher 
graphical 
r:iphy 

Z\M»^ite 
logical 
lofricnllv 

l»»;ri!i| 

j.igy 
ZiMiiiir 
Zoonmiiy 
Znn|>!ia::jou^ 
ZtHijiJiite 
Zu«tpliiiric 
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Zoophyte 
Zoophytological 

tology 
Zootomial 

my 
Zoril 
Zufiblo 
Zumological 

gist 

Zumosimeter 
Zurlitc 

Zygodactylout 
omatic 
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4 Wfif^ lia/.k Hi'} n;^rf«c I now i;;»4.; t':rj'i. 

A Wli»t i^ It ? 

I ft"! iiow r'i'j'Jy f'/f ^'/fk. 

7 f fifml) .N^j/ r/j.fj';?'- 

10 Hoi/i*T of yoijf Uvt'f*. iifi: iri'Jr-^tifict. 

1 1 VrivHi*'. Tli<j f'AihWiirti r:/mim»jrii't'ition is (of 
J*^ Mil*', tli'r Moij:!/: *4' ir«'|»r#;vntfitrvr:: a<ljoijrjj*:d ? 
|;i 1 1. IN I Ik: HMi^it': nfljofiriiH ? 

J 4 Tfif; lloiirf: {wljotirnfT'l nt o'clock. 

15 Thf; Mfliftf- fi'ljoiirm:'! 'It i/(:\<9Ck, 

10 WriU: tnf iU'i AJ|ili:itif:t, 

17 Do you iiuth'THi^twl iny lurd roiriniiini>:;itior)? 

IH I <1<> not iifMJ<T*it'irMl your l«'iMt coifirniifiicntirfri. 

19 Hox No. if.rtiU tho fMlowiii;^ U^ Jiox No. 

*iO Writ*: iiior*! Mowly. 

^1 Write tiiori! rimiflly. 

a*j HrpiiriiU! your Ii!lli;rH mor*-. 

Ji;| H<*|mrut«: your wonl?* uiorcr. 

ai f^top work lor the rciiiuilMhir of i)i<r day. 

«5 Stop work Cor liiiiiuloH. 

aO »*^*"l> ^^'*^^^ ^*^^ jlOUfH. 

iiCcpcnt your Innt cuininunicatioii from the word 
to the word 
*>» VVrilo your h'ttcrn uearor to^clh^r. 
*>«J Wrilr your wordn nciircr togotlicr 
30 Who lias thi* lloor in the 

•|1 J\1r. iM Hpeukiiig in the on the 

;|2 TIk' has dt'ci<UMl the by a vote of ayes 
;);) Are you rojidy for work ? 
:M What is the weather with you t 
tJ5 Mr. sends his respects to 

;U> What is I lie matter? 
;)7 What i-* the lu'ws at your phice t 
8S ll<>w many cups are in the Battery ? 
8d Add cups to the Battery 

Take cups from the Battery. 
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7 :>i H ir- •A«i/:-2. 

7'.*.': ha* -s -t/;.': 

7'h<: h».- r^iore it the 

f f.aT€: no L^-Ai- to r-:poft to you. 

V/r;t^ 4^^>, a.". 1 wi-h to 2djij«t mj lever. 

\ >,*.iA hXid infjuire of and return me an answer 

I si» "irxifi as pr<icticable. 

( 1 h^»e M:nt and inquired of and the answer is bb 

f follows: — 
Kfrjjc^it ^jforc the word 
R'rpeat after the word 
Dot ^radu?illy from .slow to fart and faster. 
pot «/r;idually from fa.st to slow and slower. 
7'h'j line-j and dots of your letters run together. 
Your lett'-r.s run together. 
Your letters are not accurately made. 
^ Your lines are not long enough in proportion to 
I your dots. 
Keep the circuit cloj-ed. 
Your d(»ts are too long. 
Your lines are too Km;:. 
Your lines are too short. 

j Strike with more force, and connect your circuit 
k better. 

j 7'he mail due at o'clock, from has not yet 

\ arrived. 

( Put in the ground circuit, 
\ minutes 

The following communication is for 
My Register operates* 
The cars have started for 
The cars have arrived from 
^ Foreign arrival. — By th« 
\ follows, from 
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